
Housing Committee Tuesday, 5th December 
 

Safe and Legal Routes to the UK 
 
Data and consultation response 
 
Background 
The UK currently operates seven safe and legal routes to refugees. These include 
resettlement schemes such as the UK Resettlement Scheme (UKRS) and Community 
Sponsorship, as well as bespoke routes for individuals from Afghanistan (ARAP and 
ACRS), Ukraine (HFU), Hong Kong, and the close family members of refugees. Under 
the UK’s safe and legal routes, eligible individuals access them through an application 
or referral process made overseas. This means that when they arrive in the UK their 
status is already determined. 
 
Previously, the UKRS was known as the VPRS (vulnerable person’s resettlement 
scheme) which ran from 2015 to 2021 and under which around 20,000 refugees 
were resettled in the UK. 

The data below has been compiled by the Gloucestershire International 
Resettlement Co-Ordinator for the Gloucestershire Strategic Migration Partnership.      

 

Migration and Resettlement Data 
 
Table 1: Stroud Resettlement Data by Year/by Resettlement Cohort by Individual 
 

 
 

 

 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
ARAP/ACRS 9 9
UKRS 3
VPRS 18 4 8 7
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Table 2: Stroud Asylum Data as of 30th September 2023 (by individual) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Table 3: Homes for Ukraine (Gloucestershire) 
 

 
 

Supported 
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Column1 53 0 6 45 0 2
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Cheltenham Gloucester Stroud Cotswolds Forest of 
Dean Tewkesbury

Number of HFU Arrivals Since March 
2022 329 147 333 332 245 203
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Table 4: Social Housing Demand for Stroud  

  
Table 5: Vacant School Places 

 
 
Healthcare data 
There are currently 13 GP practices in the Stroud and Berkley Vale, providing access 
to a population of 121,529 settled residents. 
 
Community Sponsorship 
Stroud currently does not host any Community Sponsorship groups. 
 

Reception Year 
One

Year 
Two
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Three

Year 
Four

Year 
Five

Year 
Six

Year 
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Year 
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Year 
Nine

Year 
Ten

Year 
Eleven

Number of Unfilled School Spaces (January 
2023) 201 215 112 185 114 90 24 22 22 55 136 208
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